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YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

Dear Constituents:

Finally, summer is here! As |
write this in May, | am hoping
that by the time you receive it
in late June or early July we
are enjoying warmer
temperatures.

There have been some definite
high points over the past few
months since my last mailing to
you, as well as some low ones.
There is no question that it is
difficult for me to be in a governing party residing over a

$50 billion deficit, but | understand that it is necessary

during this time of worldwide economic downturn. It is

also important to note that the downturn is no fault of

Canada, or of the Canadian people. Rather it is the
mismanagement of the financial sectors in other

countries which has brought on the economic downturn
across the globe. The issue is
economy.

Because of the efforts of our Prime Minister and Finance

Mi nister, Canadabdés deficit wil
G7 countries, measured as a percentage of GDP. Our

deficit will remain less than 5% of GDP while the U.K.,

United States and Japan deficits will be at or more than

10% of GDP.

Inthisissueof A Your Voi ceyouwilfidtt awao
information about how our Conservative government is

working to deal with the economic downturn, such as
introducing new credit card rules to protect consumers

(page 11), keeping taxes low so Canadians have more

money in their pockets, and providing for students (page

6-7).

| want to take this opportunity to wish you ample rain,
good crops and pasture, and a prosperous year. | hope
you and your families enjoy a safe and happy summer.

God Bless,



Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

DEALING WITH THE
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN

On March 11 the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
released a statement praising
Economic Action Plan. To quote from the statement:

AThe | MF supports the strong f
in January, which was large, timely, and well targeted,

and it wild.l buoy demand during
statement reiterated many of t
saying about Canadadés position
economic downturn, and highlights the strength of our
banking system. The | MF conclu
better placed than many countries to weather the global

financial turbulence and worldwide recession, thanks to

sound policy management and proactive steps to
maintain economic and financi a

AThe | MF has expressed that Ca
come out of the current economic crisis than many other
countrieso said Leon. AThis is

A

that our governmentdés Economic

REASONS FOR CONFIDENCE

While we face extraordinary difficulties, there are reasons
for Canadians to be confident about our ability to weather
the storm and come out stronger than ever.

I Canada is widely recognized as having the soundest
banking system in the world. In contrast to our major
trading partners, no Canadian bank is in need of a
bailout or at risk of nationalization.

I Canadian households and businesses are in much
stronger financial positions than those in other
countries. Thanks to prudent lending practices,
Canadians avoided heavy involvement in the sub-
prime mortgage market that is now causing hardship
in many other countries.

1 The fiscal position of governments in Canada
remains structurally solid. Canada has the lowest
debt-to-GDP ratio of any country in the G-7, which
means wedre in the strongest
term economic action. We are doing this through
Canadabés Economic Action Pl a

For further information on our
Action Plan, please visit www.actionplan.gc.ca



http://www.actionplan.gc.ca
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THE
LIBERALS
ON JUSTICE

Under the Liberals, the practice of 2-for-1
sentencing developed, which double-counts time
spent in jail waiting for trial and disproportionately
reduces prison sentences, meaning that offenders
can be released into our communities in half the
time they should be.

The former Liberal governments did nothing to
protect families, seniors and businesses from
identity theft.

The Liberal Party has been soft on crime in the
past, and it looks like Michael Ignatieff will be
following along the same path as his predecessors.

Michael Ignatieff and the Liberal Party support
Insite, a supervised injection site in Vancouver
which assists people to inject illegal drugs such as
heroin and cocaine, thereby encouraging illegal
drug use.

Criminals are part of the problem, but the legacy of
weak laws left by the previous Liberal government
is the other part of the problem.

The Liberal Party does not unanimously support
legislation to provide tougher sentencing for those
charged with human trafficking.




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

OUR
CONSERVATIVE
GOVERNMENT
ON JUSTICE

Our Conservative government introduced reforms to the
Criminal Code (Bill C-25) to clearly limit the amount of
credit that courts can grant to convicted criminals for the
time they served in custody prior to their sentencing at a
one-to-one ratio.

Our Conservative government re-introduced tough
legislation (Bill S-4) to target identity theft. The proposed
legislation would create three new offences targeting the
early stages of identity-related crimes, and make it illegal
to gather or sell personal information that will be used for
fraud.

Our Conservative government introduced Bill C-14,
which would provide the justice system with new tools to
fight organized crime. The bill contains amendments to
the Criminal code to target gang violence and other
serious crime, especially gang-murders and drive by
shootings.

Our Conservative government re-introduced legislation
(Bill C-15) which would establish mandatory jail time for
those who produce and sell illegal drugs.

Our Conservative government has introduced legislation
which will modernize criminal procedure and make the
justice system more efficient and effective. We take the
safety and security of our families and communities
seriously.

OQur government supports Co
Private Members Bill (Bill C-268), which would

implement mandatory minimum sentences for the
trafficking of children. Combating the trafficking of
humans, especially our children, is a priority for our
government.

nset
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LIBERALS PROMISE TO RAISE TAXES

Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff has revealed his
agenda to increase the tax burden on Canadians:

AWe wil |l have to raise takesf¢
Michael Ignatieff (Kitchener-Waterloo Record,
April 14, 2009)

il dm not going to take a [BST
Michael Ignatieff (CityTV News, December 18,
2008)
The only policy passed at| the
Convention in Vancouver was a resolution affirming
the Carbon Tax.

Ignatieff describes himself as a "tax-and-spend,
Pearsonian, Trudeau Liberal." (Toronto Star,
November 20, 2004.)

HELPING STUDENTS

In Budget 2009, the government committed to investing

$87.5 million in the Canada Graduate Scholarships
program to develop, attract an
Canadian and international researchers. As well, our

government has increased funding for scholarships at the

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council by 50

per cent (to $75.2 million), meaning more scholarships are
available to more graduate students from all areas of

study. During our time as government, we have also:

1 Provided $123 million to streamline and modernize
the Canada Student Loan Program and simplified the
delivery of financial assistance to students.

I Expanded eligibility for Canada Student Loans to
more middle-income families by reducing the amount
parents are expected to contribute.

9 Introduced a new Repayment Assistance Plan to help
students who need it manage their student loan
payments (including students with permanent
disabilities). This repayment plan makes sure that

RIGHT: Leon met with two Vegreville-Wainwright students
recognized through the Adventure in Citizenship program.




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

CONSERVATIVE GOVERNM  ENT TAX CUTS
Our Conservative Government has:

9 Increased the basic personal income tax amount
Introduced a Tax Free Savings Account
Reduced small business taxes

Introduced a $2,000 Child Tax Credit

Increased the lifetime capital gains exemption for
farms and small businesses

Our Conservative government reduced the GST from
7% to 5%

1
1
1
1

Our government is dedicated to lowering taxes for all
Canadians, not implementing a tax on everything as
the Liberal Carbon tax would do.

Tax reductions are an essential part of our
government 6s effort to stilmul:
build a solid foundation for future economic growth,
more jobs, and higher living standards.

student loan
payments
are
affordable
and that
and 1 ejhdfibuals t
with very low
incomes will
not need to
make
payments.

1 Increased the length of time for Registered Education
Saving Plans to 35 years from 25 years, and extended
the maximum contribution period by 10 years.

9 Created a Textbook Tax Credit to provide $65 per
month for full-time post-secondary students and $20 a
month for part-time students.

 Eliminated federal income tax on all income from
scholarships, bursaries or fellowships.

9 Introduced a tax exemption for elementary and
secondary school scholarships from taxation

9 Increased funding for the Canada Summer Jobs
program to help students acquire the skills and work
experience they need.
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NATO PA

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Parliamentary
Association (NATO PA)
welcomed the Economics
and Security Sub-
Committee on Transatlantic :
Economic Relations to

Ottawa from May 6-8. The Sub-Committee travelled to
Ottawa after spending several days in Washington, D.C. As
Chair of the Canadian NATO PA, Leon hosted a dinner on
May 6 and a luncheon on May 7 for the delegates.

Leon made sure to point out to the committee members
that there are two North-American partners of the Trans-
Atlantic NATO link, and that while Canada is the smaller
economy and is closely linked to our American allies, we
also have our own very distinct views on Alliance relations
and on how to best promote international peace and
security.

ABOVE: Leon atthe NATO PA meetings in Ottawa

OPENING NEW AGRICULTURE
MARKETS

The Honorable Gerry Ritz, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, has been hard at work opening up new markets for
Canadian agriculture products.

Recently, Minister Ritz led a Canadian delegated to Colombia
and Peru to advance quick implementation of free trade
agreements with these countries. Meetings between Canada
and Colombia resulted in a clear path tthat will enable
Colombia to fully open their market to Canadian beef and
livestock.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper spent considerable effort

initiating a Canada-EU trade agreement while attending the
Canada-EU Summit in Prague, Czech Republic on May 6.

Thanks to his efforts, negotiations have been launched for a
comprehensive economic partnership agreement. Among

other things, this agreement will include food safety and

ani mal and plant health measures
second largest export market, so this agreement will directly
benefit Canadab6s agriculture sec

Our Conservative government will continue to work hard to
promote our agriculture industry.



Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

ENDING THE WASTEFUL
LONG -GUN REGISTRY

Our Conservative government is continuing to work towards

abolishing the long-gun registry. The government fully supports
Conservative MP Candice Hoeppnerd
C-391) which will amend the Criminal Code and Firearms Act to

repeal the long-gun registry. This bill is strongly supported by

MP Gary Breitkreuz, who previously introduced a similar Private
Members Bill.

Legislation to end the long-gun registry was originally

introduced by our government in June 2006 and then again in

November 2007; however, it did not advance because of the
Opposition partiesdéd contingumd sup
registry. BilC-391 clearly sets out our gc¢
position: we support the repeal of the long-gun registry

because it unfairly targets farmers and hunters, not criminals.

PM VISITS AFGHANISTAN

On May 7, Prime Minister Stephen Harper made a
surprise visit to Kandahar. This was the third trip he has
made to Afghanistan since becoming Prime Minister.
While there, the Prime Minister announced that the
Government of Canada is deepening its partnership with
UNICEF and the Afghan Ministry of Education to invest
in improved learning centers, construct new schools for
18,000 children in Kandahar, and provide funding for a
10-month literacy course for 2,500 women in the region.

fCanadads Afghan mission i mo
operation. Itis also about making a real difference in
the quality of Iife for thpusa

the Prime Minister. Also during his visit, Prime Minister
Harper took some time to pour coffee for troops at the
Tim Hortonés | ocated at thp Ka
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SMALL BUSINESSES TO BE CREAMED
BY HIGHER CREDIT CARD MERCHANT FEES

Submission by Canadian Federation of Independent Business

While Canadians love to pay with credit and debit cards, many

of us would be upset to pay hundreds of dollars for the privilege

of doing so. In the past couple of months, many credit card

hol ders have received new Apremiu
These new cards come with additional benefits to consumers,

but the cardholder is not being asked to directly pay for the cost

of these new benefits T it is the merchant who is left holding the

tab for each transaction. In short, these new premium cards

require merchants to pay considerably higher transaction fees.

Even worse is that the credit card companies have so
complicated the way these fees are charged that it is nearly
impossible for merchants to figure out exactly what they are
paying... until they get their bi
transaction fees increased 28 per cent in one month i a hike of
more than $1,100 -- on the same volume of business
compared to the same month of the previous year. The result is
credit card companies will make a lot more money and
merchants will foot the bill. Since merchants are forbidden from
passing along fees directly to consumers, they will have two
options: they can either stop accepting payment by debit or
credit card or they can increase their prices across the board to
cover the additional costs. In the U.S., fees such as this now
add an estimated $427 in hidden costs to the average family's
annual household budget.

If Visa and Mastercard get into the debit card business in
Canada, it will be even worse. In Canada, Interac has been
operated as a co-operative venture among banks, credit
unions, and other transaction providers to keep costs
reasonable for both merchants and consumers. But it seems
Visa and MasterCard want a share of the pie. In the U.S., both
companies entered the debit market and progressively took it
over while increasing fees and making themselves and the
banks richer.

...continued next page
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GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES RULES ON CREDIT
CARDS TO PROTECT CONSUMERS

Leon was pleased to see that the government of Canada

reacted to calls for change, by announcing new consumer
protection rules in regard to cre
Economic Action Plan. These new changes will protect

Canadians from unexpected interest rate hikes and hidden

fees, for example.

Some of the proposed rules include:

1 21 day grace period on all new purchases, when the
customer pays outstanding balance in full by due date;

1  Summary box on credit card contracts and applications will
clearly state key features such as interest rates, fees and
the implications of making only the minimum payment;

9 advance disclosure of interest rate changes will be
introduced to protect consumers from sudden interest rate
hikes;

9 restrictions on fees due to merchant holds will protect
consumers from unintended fees they are not responsible
or aware of;

9 express consent for credit limit increases will prohibit all
federally regulated financial institutions from increasing
credit limits unless the consumer agrees to it explicitly

9 allocation of payment in favour of the consumer will require
financial institutions to allocate payments made in excess
of the required minimum by either allocating payments to
the balance with the highest interest rate first, or
distributing the payments based on the relative proportion
of each (ie: new purchases and balance transfers); and

9 limits on debt collection practices will ensure a uniform
standard that will apply to the debt collection practices of
all federally regulated financial institutions.

More information on these changes is available at
www.leonbenoit.ca

continued from previous pageé. .

The Conservative governmentds rec
is good news, however. As outlined above, it would protect

consumers from abusive practices and force MasterCard and

Visa to provide them with clear and honest information. CFIB is

calling on government to expand this review to include

changes that would help businesses as well. CFIB is also

pleased to report that, already, committees in both the Senate

and House of Commons are reviewing this pressing issue.

We would like to thank Mr. Benoit for giving us an opportunity
to speak to his constituents on this important issue, and we are
pleased to work with him to ensure a fair credit and debit card
system is in place for all merchants. If you would like to know
more about our progress on this issue and others important to
small business, please visit us at www.cfib.ca.


http://www.cfib.ca
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SURVEY RESPONSES

At various times, Leon mails surveys throughout his
constituency, on a variety of topics. The intent of these brief
questionnaires is to provide Leon with feedback on many of
the policies the Conservative government has implemented.
The response is generally overwhelming 8 some
constituents even take the time to send detailed letters
explaining their opinions.

As promised, results from another three mailings are
included below. As space permits, Leon will continue to
include these summaries in future publications of his Voice
for Vegreville-Wainwright. Leon wishes to thank all those
who take the time to reply, as he uses the information from
these surveys in policy discussions with his colleagues and
the Prime Minister.

Do you support giving the
Canadian Forces the tools they
need to do their job?

Over 90% of respondents were in support of providing
the CF with the tools and equipment they need to
successfully carry out the assignments they are given.
There were some fAinodso an§
majority of those actually using the opportunity to

state their opposition to the war in Afghanistan, rather
than to properly equipping our military.

As noted on page 9, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
recently paid a surprised and much appreciatedd visit
to our troops in Kandahar, expressing his support of
the work and sacrifice these men and women are
making every day for their country.
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Do you agree that the government
should protect kids, communities and
keep criminals off the streets?

42 28

NO

CHOICE UNCLEAR

1416

Constituents of Vegreville-Wainwright made it clear
that they are overwhelmingly in favour of a safer, more
secure country. The Conservative government has
made justice issues a major priority over the past three
years, including: raising the age of consent;
establishing mandatory minimums; limiting use of
house arrest; amending the Youth Criminal Justice Act;
increasing penalties for auto and identity theft; and for
organized-crime related activities.

Do you agree with the
investments in rural Canada?

W YEs
M no

NO CLEAR CHOICE

In the end itdés far mers
determine how well the agriculture industry does,
which can have a huge impact on rural Canada.
However there are certain things our Conservative
government has done which have been aimed at
giving farmers solid support. Clearly my constituents
support the direction our government has taken.
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COMMITTEE NEWS

Leon has been
continuing his work
as Chair of the
Committee on
Natural
Resources.
Recently, the
Committee
conducted a study on Integrated Energy Systems, which
deals with how communities can work together to save
energy and protect the environment. During this study, the
committee heard from many witnesses from across the
country. Included in these presentations was information on
the Town of Two Hillsé Anaer|obi
connected with Highland Feeders; as well as an integrated
energy system project underway in the Town of Vermillion.

ABOVE: Leon with the Minister of Natural Resources and
other Conservative Committee members.

PASSPORT OR SPECIAL PERMIT
NOW REQUIRED AT U.S. BORDER

As of June 1, 2009, a U.S. law requires Canadians to

present a valid passport to enter the United States by air,
water and land. If you are planning to visit the U.S. o or
travel through it 0 it is important to apply as early as

possible for your passport to avoid delays. Remember, the
passport is the recommended travel and identification

document for all Canadian travelers.

Leon and his colleagues have been working with the U.S.
to ensure the transition is as smooth as possible, and trade
and travel will not be interrupted. Their efforts have
resulted in several initiatives to assist those who cross the
border frequently. The Free and Secure Trade Program
(FAST) is aimed at easing the burden on commercial trade
and NEXUS is geared to make frequent border crossings
easier. Additionally, Canadian citizens 15 years of age and
under are allowed to present only proof of citizenship, such
as an original or a copy of a birth certificate or a Canadian
citizenship card, to enter the U.S. by land and water.
Travellers 18 years of age and under in approved adult -
supervised groups will also be permitted to present only
proof of citizenship.

We have also simplified the passport renewal process, and
created 200 new Service Canada passport Receiving Agent
sites. For forms and more information, visit

www.ppt.gc.ca.



http://www.ppt.gc.ca/planification/local.aspx?lang=eng#us
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VERMILION RC LEGION HELPS
AFGHAN CHILDREN GO TO SCHOOL

Canadads t r eooprsfortheireompasdioh and
dedication. Knowing there is no future without education,

troops started the Sayad Pacha School Project to help bring

quality education to Afghan children outside Camp Hero,

Kandahar. Through rotations of Canadian soldiers, a new

school was built through the financial help of general
Canadians and the skills of Can

Vermilionds Royal haGmitiatedl i an Legi
fundraising plans to help ensure the continued operation of

the school, and to assist in buying supplies for the over 500

boys and girls who attend Sayad
project is yet another example of the generosity of the
people in Vegreville-Wa i nwr i ght , 0 said Leon
the Legion for their efforts, and urge everyone to drop in and
participate i n tRoemofeinfornatian, si ng
contact Don Henry or Lloyd Seath at the Vermilion

Royal Canadian Legion .

BACKGROUND

Canadabd6s military has been figh

terrorism in Afghanistan* and their efforts have made a

significant difference to the Afghan people. Because of the

efforts of our troops, governance in Afghanistan has been
strengthened and poverty has been reduced. Among the
many successes are:

9 Education is spreading. In 2001, only 700,000 male
students attended school but that number is now over 5
million (one-third of which are female)

9 Increasing political participation of women. Women now
hold 25 per cent of the seats in the legislature.

9 Long-term commitments to development and
reconstruction of infrastructure.

{ Over 12,000 shallow wells, over 550 water reservoirs,
and over 450 km of water supply distribution networks;
more than 270 km of irrigation canals were built; and
over 2,300 km rural roads were rehabilitated.

*Canada, along with 36 other nations, is in Afghanistan at the

request of the democratically elected government as part of a

UN-sanctioned mission to help build a stable, democratic and

self-sufficient society.



