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Dear Constituents:

While the start of a New Year tends to
have use looking forward and focusing
on our next set of goals, it also provides
the opportunity to reflect on past
accomplishments.

Over the past year, Canada has
accomplished much, but we still have
concerns: jobs for those in need, help
for those struggling to make ends meet, safer streets and
communities, and a lasting economic recovery.

Over the past 12 months, our Conservative Government
implemented Year 2 of Canada’s Economic Action Plan,
focusing on jobs and growth. Through more than 23,000 new
projects across the country, we helped create jobs for those
who need them most. In fact, we’ve helped create nearly
430,000 jobs since July 2009, and we’ve helped save 225,000
jobs through expanded worksharing agreements.

Beyond our borders the Canadian way is winning praise. The
IMF has predicted that Canada will lead the G-7 both this year
and next. The World Economic Forum ranked Canada’s banks as
‘Soundest in the World’ for the third year in a row. And the well
respected magazine The Economist called our country an
“economic star.”

Despite this praise, Canadians and our Government know much
more needs to be done. Canada is not immune to economic
uncertainty beyond our borders. And many Canadians are still
looking for work. That’s why, as we work toward a balanced
budget, our top priority is and will remain jobs and the
economy.

| am pleased that our recent Economic Fiscal Update
demonstrates we are right on track. Our federal deficit is lower
this year than previously forecast. We are anticipating returning
to a balanced budget by 2015 — before any of our G-7 partners.
And we’ve launched consultations with Canadians to seek their
views on the next phase of Canada’s Economic Action Plan—
including several townhalls | will be hosting throughout
Vegreville-Wainwright. (For more on this, see page 6.)

Since forming government we have also delivered results on
crime and justice issues, including:

e taking action to fix loopholes in our criminal justice system;
e cracking down on criminals who seek to exploit our children;
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e strengthening the youth justice system;

e tackling gang violence, auto theft and white-collar crime;

e working to provide law enforcement and national security
agencies with the up-to-date tools needed to fight crime;
and

e establishing and upgrading Child Advocacy Centres across
Canada which are instrumental in helping reduce trauma for
young victims.

Our Government is also working to end the abuse of Canada’s

generous immigration system. Last summer, we passed our

landmark refugee reform, which will help lead to faster
protection for victims of torture and persecution, and faster
removal of failed asylum claimants. And, this fall, we took
action to stop human smugglers from helping illegal migrants
jump the queue and abuse our generosity.

We continue to make changes to help ensure that Veterans get
the support they need and deserve. Our ‘Legacy of Care’ will
improve the quality of life for seriously injured men and women
in uniform. We’re working to improve financial support for
injured Veterans by proposing changes to the New Veterans
Charter. And we’ve already improved the care of Veterans
suffering from ALS.

While we are concerned about whispers of yet another
backroom Coalition deal between the Liberals, NDP and Bloc
Québécaois, as we begin 2011, our Conservative Government
will continue to work for what matters most. We will continue
to help create jobs for Canadians in need. We will continue our
plan to eliminate the deficit by 2015. And we will continue to
help make our streets and communities safe places for our
children and grandchildren to grow up.

God bless.
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Leon and
Linda Benoit
are joined by
Wainwright
Councilor
Randy Tizzard
and his wife
Marites at
Leon’s annual
Christmas
Social.
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LOCAL BUSINESSWOMAN NAMED
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

In November, Leon attended the National Awards for
Tourism Excellence. He was very pleased to have the
opportunity to share in presenting the award for the
Via Rail Canada Volunteer of the Year Award to
Vegreville-Wainwright constituent, Mrs. Sheila Smyth.
Mrs. Smyth owns and operates the A Suffolk House
Bed and Breakfast in Sherwood Park. Leon asked
Mrs. Smyth to provide her perspective on being
nominated, and winning, such a prestigious award.
Her submission follows:

“The Edmonton Regional Tourism Group nominated
me for this award in July 2010 and | was honoured to
then be chosen in September as one of the finalists.
On November 2nd, | proudly accepted this prestigious
National Award for Tourism Excellence, presented by
the Toronto Star. It should be noted that tourism is a
key component in the economy of each province and
volunteers contribute an incredible number of hours in
the promotion of the events and venues in their area.

“My involvement with the bed and breakfast and
tourism industries has been an incredible experience
and also a rewarding personal journey allowing me to
cross paths with individuals from all walks of life and
bring the world to my door.

“The dream to operate a bed and breakfast began in
1998 we purchased a lot at Antler Lake and the
building began. Assisted by my husband and

ABOVE: Leon and Via Rail’s Steve Del Bosco present Sheila
Smyth with the Tourism Industry Association of Canada’s Via
Rail Volunteer of the Year Award. PHOTO COURTESY ITAC.
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business partner, Alan, Suffolk House opened on
January 1, 2001 and we have not looked back.

“In June 2002 we began our partnership with the Alberta
Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA) and received a 4
star rating through the Canada Select program; in 2008
we received a 4% star rating which we continue to hold.
We like to think every guest that has crossed our
threshold will take home memories to treasure and share
with their families and friends thus inspiring another
round of guests to visit.

“My volunteering efforts to promote local rural tourism
began in 2001 and continue through my involvement with
the Edmonton Regional Tourism Group (ERTG) — a great
avenue to further promote the rural Alberta advantage —
as well as many local initiatives within Strathcona County
and Edmonton Tourism. | have been a board member of
the ERTG since 2005 and currently sit on the Executive
Committee. Through this organization | have been
involved in several initiatives to further promote the
tourism activities in the Greater Edmonton Region,
including expanding the annual Country Cuisine event to
Strathcona County. A very successful Tomato Fare has
been held since 2009 with nearly 400 people attending
this past August. Also, in 2009 a Business Program was
developed. | was a founding member of that committee
and am pleased to report that, to date, ten local operators
have been involved in the program and four of these
operators will graduate in December 2010 with the
designation of being a “Recommended Experience”.

“Canada has incredible tourism opportunities from coast
to coast but | believe the secret to wowing visitors is to
encourage them to take the road less travelled and
discover the hidden gems of our country.

“I believe that through volunteering, individuals are able
to give something back to their community, regardless of
their area of expertise. Some people may feel more
comfortable working in the background while others are
prepared to take on a more prominent role. Regardless
of the area in which they choose to work, volunteers are
the backbone of every community and when an
opportunity comes along to be recognized for their
efforts, it is a very proud moment.”

Well done Sheila Smyth, and congratulations again!

TRAVELLING THIS WINTER?
Be safe. Plan ahead for a safe and healthy trip. Visit
www.voyage.gc.ca/index-eng.asp for information on

safety and security, local laws, health conditions and
other important travel issues .
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PRE-BUDGET CONSULTATIONS

Thanks to the rapid and effective implementation of Canada’s
Economic Action Plan, Canada is on the right track to emerge from
the global economic recession powered by one of the strongest
economies in the industrial world.

Our Government’s 2011 Budget will focus on supporting Canada’s
economic recovery and job creation, as well as build on our plan to
return to balanced budgets. As you may recall, our 2010 Budget put
forward a three point plan to reduce the deficit, by:

® winding down Economic Action Plan stimulus spending;

® restraining government spending through targeted measures
such as freezing the salaries of the Prime Minister, Ministers
and Members of Parliament for the next two years; and

® |aunching a comprehensive review of government spending on
administration and overhead.

| will continue to do everything | can do to encourage government to

cut spending, and our government will balance the budget within

five years.

| want to know what you think:

As our Conservative Government prepares for Budget 2011, |
personally invite you to make your voice heard as we work
together to ensure Canada emerges from the global recession
in a position of strength. | would appreciate your input on ways in
which the federal government can help families, businesses, and
farmers without introducing new spending measures.

During the last week in January | held a series of pre-budget
consultation meetings throughout the constituency. Thank you to
those of you who were able to attend - | appreciate your feedback!

For those of you who could not attend my pre-budget consultation
meetings, | encourage you to share your thoughts on the 2011
budget by visiting my website at www.leonbenoit.ca to participate in
my online survey.

| will be sharing your feedback from both the pre-budget

consultation meetings and my online survey with the Finance
Minister. Thank you in advance for your input!

(BELOW: Leon meets with constituents in Hardisty. PHOTO BY NAOMI CHRISTENSEN)




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

AGRICULTURE NEWS

As part of our Government’s overall strategy to make sure
Canadian farmers can continue to deliver their high quality
products to kitchen tables around the world, make their money
from the marketplace and drive Canada's economy, we have
been working to reinvigorate international agriculture markets.
Farmers and processors export about half their production,
and our Government is working hard to grow new markets for
them around the world.

In order to ensure success, over the past year Agriculture
Minister Ritz partnered with Canadian agriculture industry
representatives on various trade missions that have resulted in
breakthroughs for the beef, pork, pulses, wheat and grain
industry.

The result has been a number of key accomplishments of
which the most recent include:

® Duty free access for Canadian beef producers to the
European Union market (estimated to be wroth more than
$10 million annually for Canada);

® A major step towards the resolution of the long-standing
WTO dispute between Canada and the EU on beef
hormones; and

® An agreement with Indonesia that wheat and potato
exports from Canada will avoid additional, costly and
unnecessary testing at Indonesian ports.

Leon is also pleased to report that the Conservative
Government is providing assistance so Canadian farmers can
continue to compete in international markets.

“In December, we announced a $3 million investment to help
the Flax Council of Canada improve their product testing,”
explained Leon. “This will help maintain Canada’s access to
the EU market for our flax producers and ensure their products
continue to meet the highest industry standards.”

“I was also glad to see the Bison industry was recognized for
their important and growing contribution to the Canadian
economy,” continued Leon. “Bison exports reached $40.5
million last year, and | think the demand for this healthy,
natural, high-quality meat will only increase. We've therefore
provided support to the industry through both the
AgriMarketing Program and through the Canadian Integrated
Food Safety Initiative.”

As Leon points out, there is always more that can and should
be done, however our Government’s list of agriculture
accomplishments continues to grow. “We have a large number
of rural MPs in our Caucus, many of whom continue to farm
themselves, so we are well aware of the concerns facing the
agriculture industry,” he concludes. “We are committed to
making real, long term, sustainable changes to help small and
large-scale farmers.”



YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

LEFT: As
the AMA
points out
driving
programs
for seniors
will become
more
important
as the
province's
population
of 350,000
seniors is
predicted to
double over
the next 20
years.
(PHOTO

COURTESY
AMA)

DRIVING ANGELS HELPS PROVIDE
TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY
FOR ALBERTA SENIORS

Recognizing that Canada’s aging population will
double by 2026, in 2009 the Alberta Motor Association
(AMA) developed and launched the Driving Angels
program as an initial partnership with the Edmonton
Seniors Coordination Council. The goal was to
encourage volunteers to dedicate some of their time to
provide rides for those who are unable to drive to have
limited access to alternative transportation.

Recently Fort Saskatchewan and the AMA launched a
program to recognise some of the city's Driving Angels
who take care of getting the city's seniors to and from
their various appointments.

"I think this is a fantastic idea,” stated Leon. “There are
so many people in our communities who give of
themselves—sometimes in incredibly unique ways—
and it is important to acknowledge those
contributions.”

“This type of initiative would be welcome in most towns
and communities,” said Leon. “Not only are participants
providing a tangible service — driving seniors to church,
doctor’s appointments and to get groceries— they are
helping keep them involved and living in their local areas
longer than might have been possible otherwise.”

For more information, visit www.ama.ab.ca/drivingangels
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JUSTICE UPDATE

Let me first say that, as the father of five, and grandfather to
four (one of whom is just a few weeks old), | certainly share
the concerns and anger I've heard from constituents at some
of the lenient sentences handed out for what | believe are
vicious and incredibly harmful crimes against the most
vulnerable in our society.

Our Conservative Government has made some critical inroads
in terms of strengthening the justice system, despite having
been in a minority situation over the past almost five years. |
am very proud of those achievements. But there is definitely
more to be done, and we will continue to pressure the
Opposition Coalition to support our Justice initiatives.

For example, my colleagues and | understand the necessity of
implementing changes to the Parole Board and bringing it
back from the state the Liberals left it in after 13 years of soft-
on-crime and criminals leadership. | believe that it is necessary
to ensure that our children are adequately protected against
all forms of abuse and exploitation. | assure you that this
Government is continuing to take steps to protect our
children. For one, we have amended the Criminal Code to
facilitate the declaration of certain convicted persons as
dangerous offenders. A reverse onus has been created for
serious, repeat violent or sexual offenders to demonstrate
why they should not be designated as a dangerous offender.

This initiative was only one of the many justice bills that our
government introduced during this session of parliament.
Others included:

® Bill C-16, which will eliminate house arrest for serious and
violent offenders;

e Bill C-21, which will ensure tougher sentences for white-
collar criminals;

e  Bill C-22, which will protect children from online sexual
exploitation; and

e Bill C-23, which will eliminate pardons for serious crimes.

(For more information on additional justice measures we have

taken, | would encourage you to review pages 6 and 7 of my

last constituency newsletter, available at www.leonbenoit.ca.)

However, like they have done with countless other pieces of
justice legislation, the Opposition Coalition continues to block
bills such as C-23 (above), which would eliminate pardons for
serious crimes, including those who commit sexual offences

continued on next page.....
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ABOVE: t NAYS aAyAaidSNI { GSLIKSyYy I|I NLIS
and condolences to the victims of the tragic forest fires in Israel,
as he speaks to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. It
took 77 hours to bring the blaze under control, with firefighting
forces including 35 waterbombing aircraft, the majority of which
were provided by foreign countries, including Canada. The fire,
killed 42 people, and destroyed 250 homes and nearly 50 square
kilometers of forest. Estimates of the damages were over $555
million (Cdn).

....JUSTICE continued from previous page

against a child. Currently, criminals who commit sexual
offences against children can be eligible for a pardon.

Victims and law-abiding citizens think this is unacceptable
and we agree. So, we introduced legislation in the spring to
change the law. Predictably though, for nearly six months,
the legislation was blocked at committee by the Ignatieff
Coalition.

Clearly, they care more for the rights of criminals than for
making our streets and communities safer.

We therefore decided to take the rare step of calling a
special committee meeting to force the Opposition to vote
on the Bill. It will meet on the sixth month anniversary of
the bill being sent to committee.

Canadians can rest assured that our Conservative
Government will do everything possible to pass our
legislation to make our streets and communities safer.
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LEFT: as a
result of
Canadian
assistance,
construction
has started on
a women’s
dormitory for
the Kandahar
Teaching
Training
College. It will
open in March.
PHOTO BY MCPL
PIERRE THERIAULT,
DND

UPDATE ON AFGHANISTAN

The Government recently clarified that Canada has
committed to maintaining approximately 1000 troops in
Afghanistan in a new non-combat training role, until March
2014.

“As part of a UN-mandated, NATO-led mission to Afghanistan,
our men and women in uniform have made Canadians proud
through their remarkable service and sacrifice to the people
of Afghanistan,” states Leon.

He went on explain that, as agreed upon by Parliament,
Canada’s combat mission will end in 2011. It is important to
build on Canada’s strengths and accomplishments. We have
the responsibility of ensuring that the gains for women,
children, and all Afghans, are not lost. For instance, at last
count there are over six million attending school, one third of
which are girls.

As a result, after the combat mission ends, we will focus on

four key areas:

e investing in the future of Afghan children and youth
through education and health;

e advancing security, the rule of law and human rights;

e promoting regional diplomacy; and

e delivering humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people.

Our Government will deploy up to 950 military trainers and
support staff at facilities centred in Kabul in a strictly non-
combat role. The Canadian Forces will build on their
achievements by training Afghan security forces in classrooms
and inside bases to further enable them to provide security
for their own people.

More information can be found at http://
www.afghanistan.gc.ca/canada-afghanistan/index.aspx.
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Technology Canada’s
Regional Director Paul
Austin, Evan Chrapko,
Leon and Bern Kotelko

HIGHLAND
FEEDERS i
AN AWARD-
WINNING
COMPANY

Leon recently had the opportunity to visit yet another riding
success story. Highland Feeders is a thriving agribusiness in
the Country of Two Hills, Alberta, grounded in the principle of
excellence in agriculture. Since 1983 when brothers Bern and
Mike Kotelko began converting their barley crops to beef by
feeding 50 head of cattle, Highland Feeders has grown to a 60
million dollar agribusiness with a capacity of 36,000 head. The
theme of adding value is reflected in every aspect of this family
run operation. Highland’s own “Spring Creek Ranch Premium
Beef” is known throughout retail and restaurants in Western
Canada for its high quality, tender, lean beef raised without
hormones or antibiotics. Everything has value including the
manure, which provides the adjacent Growing Power Hairy Hill
biodigestion facility with the ability to power approximately 2000
homes.

A 2010 study provided by the Alberta Cattle Feeders
Association estimates Highland’s annual direct marginal
expenditures alone to be $13.3 million annually, with an
additional $16.2 million of marginal impact to the cow-calf and
processing industries.

PENSION INNOVATION

Leon is proud of the Government’s recently announced innovative
new pooled registered pension plan agreement.

“During this fragile economic recovery, Canadians want us to focus
on creating jobs and economic growth,” he states. “They want us to
provide stability, economic certainty and financial security. Millions
of Canadians do not have access to private sector pension plans
because small businesses face significant challenges in offering
pension plans to their employees or because they are self-
employed.”

Leon went on to explain that the innovative new Plan will allow
these businesses to team up and pool their resources using a
registered financial institution and will allow the self-employed to
participate. As a result, millions of Canadians who either work for
small and medium-sized businesses or are self-employed will have
access to good, affordable, secure pension plans for the first time.

For more information, visit www.fin.gc.ca/n10/10-128-eng.asp.
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FOCUSSED ON SENIORS

Over the past few years | realized that there is was a real need
for a resource of information geared towards seniors and their
specific requirements.

I have therefore compiled a Handbook for Vegreville-
Wainwright Seniors. It is a compilation of information that |
hope will prove useful and important to seniors specifically in
our area, with local phone numbers and local addresses.

Our government takes the needs of older Canadians very
seriously. You contribute so much knowledge and experience,
as well as a range of valuable skills to our communities and our
country.

In fact, Conservatives have a long-standing commitment to
Canadian seniors. Since forming government, we have taken
many important steps to give older Canadians a stronger voice
and more opportunity to remain engaged at all levels.

In early January | will be mailing copies to all the Seniors’
organizations listed in our database. If you would like a copy,
please contact your local organization, or call 1-800— 463-1194
and leave a message with your complete name and address.
You could also fax your order to (613) 996-9011 or send an
email to benoil9@parl.gc.ca.

CANADA
CANADA

NATO PARLIAMENTARIANS
ASSOCIATION

Leon has long been involved in the Canadian North
American Treaty Organization’s Parliamentary Association
(NATO PA), representing Canada at meetings of
parliamentarians from the NATO countries. He continues
his role as Chair of the Canadian NATO PA, and was
recently elected as Chair of the Economics and Security
Sub-Committee on Transatlantic Economic Relations at the
annual session in Warsaw, Poland. Through this role, Leon
will continue to work on trade issues that impact both
farmers and businesses in Vegreville-Wainwright, as well
as security issues. (PHOTO COURTESY BONNIE CROMBIE,MP)
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COMMITTEE UPDATE

Leon has been continuing his work as Chair of the Natural
Resources committee, and was pleased to present to the House of
Commons the committee’s report on the production of medical
isotopes and nuclear research reactors.

The committee has now begun a study on Canada’s energy
security, which includes looking at unconventional sources of oil
and gas development such as deepwater offshore drilling, shale gas
production and exploration, and oil sands development. “In my role
as Chair of the Natural Resources committee, | have been focusing
on promoting the economic benefits of Alberta’s oil sands and shale
gas, and countering the falsely exaggerated claims by many
environmental organizations that these energy resources are ‘dirty”
says Leon. “It is fascinating to hear about some of the new
technologies and processes that are being used to develop
Alberta’s and Canada’s energy sources.”

Leon hopes the committee will be able to tour the oil sands in the
spring so that members of the committee can see for themselves
the exciting innovations that have been made in oil sands
development and extraction. “Having toured the oil sands and shale
gas operations in northern Alberta, | know that seeing these
operations with their own eyes will help the MPs on our committee,
particularly those from central and Atlantic Canada, to better
understand the steps that have already and continue to be taken to
protect the environment, without hurting the economy.”

ABOVE: Leon and members of the
Natural Resources committee meet
with a delegation of MPs from
Pakistan who travelled to Canada
in October as part of their study on
Parliament and Budgetary
Accountability. The delegates
questioned committee members on
how they could strengthen the role
of parliamentary committees in
their national budget making
process.

LEFT: Leon is presented with a
thank-you memento from the head
of the Pakistani delegation for his
work in organizing the meeting.
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ABOVE: Prime Minister Stephen Harper is given a tour of the
National Museum-Memorial to victims of Occupational Regimes
in Lviv, Ukraine during an official visit this past October. During
his visit the Prime Minister made it clear how much Canada
values our strong connection to Ukraine. “Canada has the third-
largest Ukrainian population in the world.... And Canada was the
first nation to recognize Ukrainian independence in 1991,” he
stated. Our Conservative Government would like see stronger
trade between Canada and Ukraine, and have signed a youth
mobility agreement, so young people can travel more freely
between the two countries. As the Prime Minister pointed out,
“this is probably a rare country, where the people-to-people
relationships run far in advance of the business

relationship.” (PHOTO BY JASON RANSOM)

ENCOUNTERS WITH CANADA

Encounters with Canada is our country’s largest and foremost
youth forum. Every week of the school year, 120 to 148 teens
from across Canada (ages 14 to 17) come to Ottawa. Here they
discover their country through each other, learn about
Canadian institutions, meet famous and accomplished
Canadians, explore exciting career options, develop their civic
leadership skills and live an extraordinary bilingual experience.
To date, over 85,000 youth have lived the EWC experience. For
more information, visit www.ewc-rdc.ca/en/home.html, email
information@bhistorica-dominion.ca, or call 1-800-361-0419.

CONSTITUENCY EVENTS
Leon very much appreciates the chance to attend events
throughout the riding. As his schedule is booked several
weeks in advance, he urges organizers to give his
constituency office a ‘heads-up” as early as possible in
the planning stages. The contact information is as follows:
PO Box 300Mannville, AB TOB 2WO0
Tel:(780) 768130 Fax:(780) 768132
Email: benoill@parl.gc.ca
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How Can We Help?

he MP office is not an intake point for federal
issues, but can certainly make inquiries if a

constituent has encountered difficulties
dealing with the federal government. We generally
only get involved after avenues within the
respective department have been exhausted.

Both my Ottawa and Mannwville offices are glad to
help with any problems
concerning the federal
government, any of its
departments, or with its
policies. People often contact
us regarding Citizenship and
Immigration, Employment
Insurance, Canada Pension
Plan, Canada Revenue
Agency matters and
agricultural issues.

We can also help you request
congratulatory messages for
family or friends (or yourself)
for special birthdays and
wedding anniversaries.
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Please use any of the contact
methods found below, or go to my website to send
us an e-mail message. Please remember to
include your full address in any
correspondence so we can contact you.

Constituency Office

P.O. Box 300 Phone: (780) 763-6130

Mannville, AB TOB 2W0 Toll Free: 1-800-463-1194

E-mail: benoil1@parl.gc.ca Fax: (780) 763-6132
Ottawa Office

House of Commons Phone: (613) 992-4171

Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 Fax: (613) 996-9011

E-mail: benoil@parl.gc.ca www.leonbenoit.ca



