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YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

Dear Constituents:

As Parliament resumes, our
Conservative Government
continues to recognize the
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one priority. While we see light a
the end of the tunnel, Canada is
still in the middle of a global
economic recession and many
Canadians are still looking for
work. We realize that a potential
recovery is still tentative and
fragile, and that is why our focus remains on the economy.

Our Government was hard at work this summer as we
continued to implement our Economic Action Plan. | was
pleased to make many infrastructure funding announcements
throughout our riding of Vegreviltl&vainwright during the
summer as part of the Economic Action Plan. The funding for
these projects is money well spent which will help position
both our communities and our country to better strengthen
our economy after this recession is over.
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¢ an election Canadians do not want and do not need. Not
only is our Government focused on fighting the recession, but
there are many important pieces of legislation that are waiting
to be passed during this session of Parliament. For example,
several important Justice Bills were delayed by the majority
Liberal Senate before the end of the last session of parliament
(more on this issue on pagé. 5

While ensuring our Economic Action Plan is implemented in a
timely and effective manner we must also make certain that
our legislation aimed at helping Canadian families, and
creating safer Canadian communities, is passednkly, it

would be irresponsible of the opposition parties to interrupt
work on the economy with an unnecessary and opportunistic
election. While the opposition parties are focused on the
priorities of politicians, our Conservative Government is
focused on the economgthe real priority of Canadians.

God Bless,




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

DEALING WITH THE
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN

Last session, despite being faced with a minority Parliament,
our Government successfully implemented an ambitious
governing agenda, responding to the real priorities of
Canadians. Canada, like all countries around the world, is
going through a global recession. Howevsijkeother
countries, Canada was one of the last to enter into the
recession and will be among the first to come out of it. This is
due in large part to the actions taken by our Conservative
government before the recession hit, and to the strength of
our banking and financial systems, which have been praised
by international organizations as being among the strongest
in the world. Over the last Parliament, our Government has
been acting to keep Canada on the right track for a strong
recovery. In fact, while our country is one of tleastaffected
by the global recession, our government is among those
doing themostto combat the effects.

CANADA®S ECONORMONXPLAN
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the largest economic recovery program in Canadian history

as a response to the global recession. Our plan lowers taxes,
helps create jobs through construction projects, guarantees
stability in the financial system and provides help to the
Canadians who have been hardest hit by the global recession.
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year Plan is already being implemented.

TAX RELIEF

Building on our previous tax relief, our government has
delivered more permanent tax cuts for Canadian families and
businesses. For example, we increased the basic personal
income tax amount, allowing individuals to earn more income
before paying federal income tax. We again increased the Age
Tax Credit for seniors by $1000, raising it to $6,408. We
introducedaFirst A YS |1 2YS . d2SNAQ ¢I E
Renovation Tax Credit, and increased the amount of small
business income eligible for the reduced federal income tax
rate of 11 percent from $400,000 to $500,000. These actions
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local economies.

PROTECTING FAMILIES AND WORKERS
To help protect families that have seen job losses, we are

SEEECONOMYCONTO6D ON PAGE 9



FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE

Reflective of the rural roots of many Conservative MPs,
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geared towards helping farmers and the agriculture industry.
Some of the accomplishments include:

1 passing theCanadian Agricultural Loans Aotguarantee
an additional $1 billion in loans over the next five years to
Canadian farm families and cooperatives;

1 $500 M for the AgrFlexibility Fund to proactively drive
innovation, tap market opportunities, and to bring new
products to market;

1 $50 M for the Slaughter Improvement Program to improve
competitiveness through investments in new technologies
and processes; and

1 $25.9 M for eight AAFC laboratories under the Modernizing
Federal Laboratories Program to update their facilities.

TRADE AND MARKET ACCESS

Missions to Washington, Mexico, Cuba, Russia, Japan, Hong

Kong, India, Morocco, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Peru,

Colombia, and the European Unitmopen and expand

market opportunities for Canadian farmers and exporters:

9 opened beef markets in Colombia, Jordan and Saudi Arabia;

9 expanded key export opportunities for Canadian beef in

Hong Kong; and

9 signed an agreement to expand Canadian pulse crop

exports to India.

Free Trade Agreements signed or concluded with:

9 EFTA (Switzerland / Liechtenstein / Iceland / Norway), Peru,

Colombia and Jordan.

Free Trade Agreement negotiations with many trading

partners including with:

1 the EU, Panama and the Canadentral America Four
Countries (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Nicaragua).

Active participation in th&VTO negotiationgo:

9 eliminate export subsidies;

1 reducetrade-distorting domestic support; and

1 increase market access

Stronglysupported supply management:

1 action on Article 28 under GATT to limit imports of milk

protein concentrates;

9 commitment to bring into force th&/TO Special Safeguard

and,

SEE AGRICULTURECONT&6D ON PAGE 14
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IMPROVING YOUR SAFETY
AND SECURITY

During the past two elections, Canadians made it clear that
they wanted a Government that is serious about tackling
crime. Despite the fact that Michael Ignatieff and the Liberal
Party use every method available to them to stall and defeat
justice legislation, Prime Minister Harper and our Conservative
caucus are continuing to take action to help ensure the safety
and security of our communities. We are proud to stand up for
victims of crime, and put the rights of laabiding citizens

ahead of the rights of criminals.

Since forming Government in 2006, our Conservative

Government has:

1 passed the comprehensive Tacking Violent Crime Act,
which:

Y Has toughened sentencing and bail for those who
commit serious gun crimes;

Y Better protects youth from sexual predators;

Y Better protects society from dangerous offenders;
and

Y  Gets serious with drug impaired drivers

1 passed legislation to end conditional sentences for serious
personal injury offences, including sexual assault;

1 passed legislation that will ensure all murders committed
in connection with organized crime will become first
degree murders, subject to a mandatory sentence of life
imprisonment without eligibility for parole for 25 years;

I passed legislation to increase penalties for those
convicted of street racing;

9 established the national Anbbrug Strategy to reduce the
supply of and demand for illicit drugs in Canada; and

1 established the Office of the Federal Ombudsman for
Victims of Crime.

As we move forward into the fall session of Parliament, our
Government will continue to ensure that serious crime means
serious time. We introduced many important pieces of
legislation during the past session of parliament that need to
be passed when parliament resumes.

We intend to put the priorities of victims and laabiding

families first while holding offenders accountable for their
crimes. It is also essential that law enforcement have the tools
theyneed to fight gangs and organized crime. These bills

SEEJUSTICECONTO®6D ON PAGE



YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

HELPING SENIORS

Shockingly, an estimated four to ten percent of seniors in
Canada experience some kind of abus#nateverthe form,

abuse is unacceptable. To help address this serious

problem, Leon was pleased to see the launch of the
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of what constitutes elder abuse, as well as to help seniors

and others recognize the signs and symptoms of this type of
abuse and provide information about the support that is
available.

In conjunction with the elder abuse awareness advertising
campaign are ongoing federal government New Horizons

for Seniors Program (NHSP) initiatives. These help ensure
seniors can benefit from and contribute to the quality of life

HELPING STUDENTS

Beginning this fall, students and families can take advantage
of new grants and repayment assistance that make it easier

to manage the cost of postecondary education. | am

pleased to have this opportunity to share some of these

new measures with you, and hope that you or someone you

know may benefit from them.

NEW CANADA STUDENJABITS

These Grants will assist Canadian families with the cost of
higher education by providing money that does not need to
be paid back. Borrowers are automatically assessed for
these grants when they apply and qualify for a Canada
Student Loan. Grants include those for students:

from low-income families ($250 per month);

from middleincome families ($100 per month);

with permanent disabilities ($2,000 per loan year);
with dependents ($200 per month, per child);

taking parttime studies (up to $1,200 per loan year);

with dependants and attending school pditne (up to
$1,920 per loan year); and
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in their communities through social participation and activ
living.In connection with the newly announced Elder Abus
campaign, the Government of Canada launched a Feder
Abuse Initiative Call for Proposals under the New Horizon
for Seniors Program. The call for proposals will provide orge
time funding of $200,000 per project over 24 months to

national professional associations to develop elder abuse
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to building this country, they deserve to live with dignity
YR NB&LISOG=z¢ KS SELX I AYSR
y2i 0SS G2t SNI G§SRd¢

He and his caucus colleagues are committed to helping
seniors have a quality of life that is not tarnished by abuse
of any kind. Since coming to office, the Conservative

8

SEE HELPING SENIORSCONTO6 D ON PAGE 10
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I who were former recipients of a Canada Millennium
Scholarship Foundation Bursary (a Transition Grant).

REPAYMENT ASSISTANCE PLAN (RAP)

This new plan will help students having difficulty repaying
their Canada Student Loans by allowing them to pay back
only what they can reasonably afford. Borrowers can appl
for RAP through the National Student Loans Service Centfe.
RAP ensures that:

T t2+ry LIevySyida FNB ol aSR

level of debt, and family size;
9 payments toward loans covered by RAP will not excegd
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9 repayment periods generally should not exceed 15
years, or 10 years if they have a permanent disability.

DURING OUR TIME ASVAERNMENT, WE HAVE ALSO:

9 provided $123 million to streamline and modernize the
Canada Student Loan Program and simplified the
delivery of financial assistance to students;

SEE HELPING STUDENTSCONT 6D ON PAGE 11
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YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

ABOVE: Leon was honoured to introduce the Prime
Minister to some of the many constituents who generously
donate their time and effort to help better our country.

NATO PA

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Parliamentary
Association (NATO PA) , is an |
assembly that gives
parliamentarians from NATO
member countries a forum to
discuss issues of common
concern.

As head of the NATO PA
Canadian Delegation, Leon is
pleased to represent Canada sometimes alone and
sometimes with his House of Commons and Senate
colleagues in this assembly. Leon is a member of the
Economics Committee, which deals with issues such as the
world economy (like the current global recession) and
trade, which are important issues to both Canada and his
riding of Vegreville-Wainwright.

AfOver the past three years
participating in NATO PA that Canada has become a very
serious player on the world
many countries are looking to Canada for leadership as

they plan how to deal with

ABOVE: Leon at the NATO PA meetings in Ottawa
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Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

BLOC MP ATTEMPTS TO
LEGALIZE EUTHANASIA

| have been receiving hundreds of letters, emails and postcards

from constituents who are very concerned about the
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currently before the House. | want to thank you all of you for

writing and urge you to continue to make your views known.

This PMB, proposed by Bloc Québecois MP Francine Lalonde
would effectively legalize euthanasia. (Ms. Lalonde brought
similar bills before Parliament in previous sessions.)

Please be advised that | remaiaryconcerned about protecting
the aged, the disabled or other vulnerable people who could be
at risk by a repeal of the present prohibitions against assisted
suicide.l strongly oppose secalled assisted suicide.

| also want to point out that assisting or counseling another
person to commit suicide is a criminal offence in Canada,
carrying a maximum sentence of up to 14 years in prison.

If this bill, which is opposed by many of my constituents,
comes to a vote in Parliament | will vote against it .

If you are concerned about this Bilk384, in addition to

contacting myself, | would alsgronglysuggest you make your

02y OSNya 1y2gy (Randn&lSlondd, MP, 214 a LJ:
Justice Bldg, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0AG6.

ECONOMYCONTO6D FROM PAGE 3

investing an additional $5.5 billion to make EI work better for
vulnerable workers. For example, now laitf workers are
eligible to qualify for up to 50 weeks of El benefits, an
increase of five more weeks than before. At the same time,
we are expanding the use of wegkaring agreements, to

help keep more Canadians on the job.

THE RESULT?

Roughly 100,000 jobs will be protected as a result of this
SELI yaArzyod ¢2 KSfLI 6dzarySaasSa
El premiumg; the single biggest barrier to job creatigrat

their lowest level in more than 25 years.

We have also undertaken a massive program to create jobs
by building roads, bridges, water treatment systems,
community arenas and other kinds of infrastructure. There
are more than 3,000 projects already underway across
Canada.



Your Voice in Ottawa

HELPING SENIORSCONTO6 D FROM PAGE 7

government has takemanysteps to help seniors, such as:

introducing pension income splitting, saving senior
couples thousands of dollars in taxes;

creating a Minister responsible for seniors to represent
seniors at the Cabinet table;

doubling the Pension Income Credit to $2,000;
increasing the Age Tax Credit from $4,066 to $6,408;

retirement savings plan (RRSP) from 69 to 71;

increasing the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS)
exemption from $500 to $3500;

passing legislation to make applying for benefits easier
such as establishing a ofiene (rather than annual)
application for GIS; and

9 providing seniors with $200 million in tax relief by
reducing the required minimum withdrawal amount for
2008 from Registered Retirement Income Funds by 25
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percent, in recognition of the impact of the deterioration

in market conditions on retirement savings.
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increasing the age limit for the maturation of a registered
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initiatives, and our continued support for seniors, please visit

WWW.Seniors.gc.ca

CALL FOR APPLI CATI ONS FOR
ORGANIZATIONS i DEADLINE NOV 6th

Leon was pleased to see the announcement of a second|
stage in a Government program aimed at helping

Canadian seniors. The support is geared to help praxfit
organizations renovate facilities or replace equipment

has funded over projects across Canada, including twel\je
throughout Vegreville | Ay g NRAIKGD 'a [ B
the opposition parties do not force an election before the
application closing date of November™6 even more
aK2dzZ R 0SS FofS (2 AYLNROS
For more information on this call for proposals, please
visitwww.hrsdc.gc.ca/senioror www.leonbenoit.cakFor
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to support seniors, please vigittp://www.seniors.gc.ca

Since its beginning, the New Horizons for Seniors Progrgm

SEN
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http://www.seniors.gc.ca
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HELPING STUDENTSCONTO®6D FROM PAGE 7

9 expanded eligibility for Canada Student Loans to more
middle-income families by reducing the amount parents
are expected to contribute;

9 increased the length of time for Registered Education
Saving Plans to 35 years from 25 years, and extended the
maximum contribution period by 10 years;

9 created a Textbook Tax Credit to provide $65 per month
for full-time postsecondary students and $20 a month
for part-time students;

9 eliminated federal income tax on all income from
scholarships, bursaries or fellowships;

9 introduced a tax exemption for elementary and
secondary school scholarships from taxation; and

9 increased funding for the Canada Summer Jobs program
to help students acquire the skills and work experience
they need.

INCREASED FUNDING FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION
Since 2006 our government has committed more than $7

billion to science and technology initiatives to encourage
OdzidAy3a SR3IS Sy iNBLINByYySdzNE KA L
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workforce can compete and succeed on the world stage.
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we have made one of the largest investments in Science and
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put towards such things as building maintenance, repair and
expansion projects at universities and colleges, stdtthe-

art research equipment and improvements to research
laboratories;

SCHOLARSHIPS ANDHRNSHIPS EXPANDED

We have taken unprecedented steps to make Canada one of
0KS Y2ad FGdNY OGAGS LX I OSa T2
researchersWe have increased support for scholarships and
internships so that students can improve their skills in these
difficult economic times.

Our Government has also increased funding for scholarships
through the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
by 50% (to $75.2 million).

For more information on Canada Student Loans and Grants,
please visit CanLearn.ca.
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JUSTICECONTO6D FROM PAGE 5

oCanadians want a justice sy

tough on c¢crime, and criminal:

0The Opposition campaigns on a
agenda but then votes against bills like the
legislation which would keep

dangerous sex predators b

include legislation that would:

1 impose mandatory penalties on drug pushers, drug
traffickers and drug producers;
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for pre-sentencing custody;
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second degree murderers to apply for early parole;
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help combat the complex, serious and growing problems

of identity theft and identity fraud; and

9 tackle property crime, especially the serious crime of auto
theft.
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their soft-on-crime ideology, and used their majority in the

Senate to stall the passage of two of these important bills from
coming into effect at the beginning of the summer. Bill%;

aimed at cracking down on drug crime and the gangs that

profit from illegal drugs; and BilkZ5, legislation which would

crack down on auto theft, did not protect Canadians this

summer because the Liberals delayed their passage.

= =

| personally, along with many of my Conservative government
colleagues, have been frustrated aranyoccasions when it is
revealed how the Liberals created a justice/penal system
which is focused on the rights of the accused and criminals
over those of the victims. We are working to change that
focus, and our justice agenda is an important step towards
that goal. Prime Minister Harper has made it clear that we
want our Bills dealing with crime passed, however the Liberal
party continue to block and delay our legislation.

Enough is enougiThe Liberal Party must stop being soft on
crime and vote to protect the safety and security of all
Canadians.
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Is the Conservative government on the
right track for protecting children?

25 36

= CHOICE UNCLEAR
NO
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The results of this survey make it clear that protecting

children is a major priority for the onstituents of Vegreville-
Wainwright. From raising the age of sexual consent to 16,
protecting children from predators and strengthening
sentences. Additionally, there is a Conservative Private
Member 6s Bill currently befo
establish mandatory sentences for those caught forcing
children into sexual slavery and sweatshops.

Do you support eliminating
the long -gun registry?

85

1586

Responses to this survey clearly indicated a majority of
constituents want the registry goned so does Leon. There
was also an indication of frustration that it is still an issued
Leon shares that frustration
campaign on eliminating the registry and then refuse to

stand by that promise when it comes time to vote in the
House, 0 explains Benoit. AWe
campaigns in those ridings to make sure their voters are
aware of the false promises. We are a minority government
so those Opposition votes are critical to getting this
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AGRICULTURECONTO®6D FROM PAGE 4

1 established cheese compositional standards to make sure
real milk is an ingredient in Canadian cheese; and

9 defended the interests of the cattle, hog and meat sectors
by launching a WTO consultation regarding American COOL
legislation and defending the safety of Canadian pork while
dealing with HIN1.

Launched WTO consultations with Korea to defend Canadian

livestock producers.

Established théMarket Access Secretaridab coordinate

government and industry efforts to open and expand markets.

Launched thdrade and Market Development Progrgm

including the AgriMarketing initiative.

HELPING THE LIVESTOCK SECTOR

9 Advance Payments Program increase&3a3 Bavailable in
loans.

1 Increased emergency advancéem $25,000 to $400,000
with $100,000 interest free.

9 Faster access to payments producers through the
Targeted Advance Payments.

1 $1.5 B in cash payments for livestock producers through
new and existing programs.

1 $76 Mto combat disease and enhance prosperity and
stability in the hog sector.

9 $80 Mfor specified risk material removal programs to
eliminate BSE.

9 $50 Mfor a Cull Sow program to reduce breeding herds in
the hog industry to align with the market.

1 Tax deferraldor farmers affected by drought and flooding.

GROWING FORWARD

1 Developed responsive and flexible programs in consultation
with farmers, provinces and territories.

1 Regional and flexible programming with the federal,
provincial, and territorial governments is delivering $1.3
billion cost shared over five years.

9 Government of Canada is investing an additional $1.05
billion in federalonly programming.

BUSINESS RISK MANAGEMENT

1 Agrilnvestc provides a matching government payment to a
producer account

1 Agrilnvest Kickstart, $600 M to help producers start their
accounts.

9 AgriStability¢ provides payments when farmers experience
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large margin declines.

1 Agrilnsurance; pays when a farmer experiences
production losses.

1 AgriRecovery rapid assistance for producers hit by
regional disasters.

SCIENCE AND INNOVATION
9 Creating more opportunities for farmers and the industry:

0 $158 Mfor the Growing Canadian Agthnovations
Program

o turning new ideas and technologies into viable market
opportunities,

0 $134 Mfor the Agri-Opportunities Progranbringing
new products, processes and services to the
marketplace,

0 $8.4 Mfor aworld-class greenhouse facilitgt the
Eastern Cereal and Oilseed Research Centre.

FOOD SAFETY
9 This Government delivered the biggest budgets ever for the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency.
1 Staffing levels for the CFIA have increased by 14 per cent.
1 Amended Product of Canada / Made in Canada labels:
o Product of CanadaCanadian inside and out.
0 Made in CanadaProcessed in Canada with imported
ingredients.
1 Under Growing Forward: Introduced the Canadian
Integrated Food Safety Initiative to develop:
o National Food Safety Systems
o National Biosecurity Standards
o National Traceability Systems
1 Funding to help Provinces implement food safety systems,
biosecurity standards and traceability infrastructure.

BIOFUELS AND THE BIO INDUSTRY
1 G33 Rnewable Fuels Bill:
0 5% average renewable content in gasoline by 2010,
0 2% renewable content in diesel and heating oil by 2011,
or earlier.
1 Meeting biofuels mandate leaves 95% of cropland to
produce food.
1 $2.2 Bfor the support and expansion of thenewable fuel
industry, including:
0 $200 M for ecoAgriculture Biofuels Capital initiative
(ecoABC), and
0 $20 M for Biofuels Opportunities for Producers Initiatives
(BOPI).



How Can We Help?

he MP office is not an intake point for federal
issues, but can certainly make inquiries if a

constituent has encountered difficulties
dealing with the federal government. We generally
only get involved after avenues within the
respective department have been exhausted.

Both my Ottawa and Mannville offices are glad to

help with any problems
concerning the federal F
government, any of its 24

departments, or with its
policies. People often contact
us regarding Citizenship and
Immigration, Employment
Insurance, Canada Pension
Plan, Canada Revenue
Agency matters and
agricultural issues.
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We can also help you request
congratulatory messages for
family or friends (or yourself)
for special birthdays and
wedding anniversaries.

Please use any of the contact
methods found below, or go to my website to send
us an e-mail message. Please remember to
include your full address in any

correspondence so we can contact you.

Constituency Office
P.O. Box 300 Phone: (780) 763-6130
Mannville, AB TOB 2W0 Toll Free: 1-800-463-1194
E-mail: benoill@parl.gc.ca Fax: (780) 763-6132
Ottawa Office
House of Commons Phone: (613) 992-4171
Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 Fax: (613) 996-9011
E-mail: benoil@parl.gc.ca www.leonbenoit.ca



