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I have heard people say that Canadians are not interested 
in the political process. I disagree. I recently held 21 town 
hall accountability meetings throughout Vegreville -
Wainwright, and constituents brought a wide range of 
issues to my attention, including the Economy, Justice, 

and Agriculture, to name a few.  

I am proud that many of the things you, my constituents, 
were asking for have already  been delivered by our 

Conservative government.  

Generally, people supported the targeted, short -term, 
stimulus funding but made it clear that itôs time to bring 
the budget back into balance ï and our government has 

delivered with a responsible plan to do exactly that.  

Many times over I heard my constituents say they want 
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GOVERNMENT STAYS 

TOUGH ON CRIME 
I have been proud to support the strong justice 
measures which our Conservative government has 
introduced over the past year. After similar initiatives 
were stalled and gutted by the opposition parties, 
we are finally making headway on our promise to 
take a tough stance on crime. The latest justice 
legislation reaffirms my belief that the rights of 
victims of crime are more important than the rights 
of criminals. 

In May, our government tabled three new crime bills 
in the House. The first, Bill C-21, will crack down on 
white collar criminals by imposing mandatory prison 
sentences of two years for convictions of fraud over 

$1 million. Bill C-22 will protect children from online 
exploitation by requiring Internet providers to report 
to a designated agency any tips they receive from 
the public, and to notify police if they suspect that a 
child pornography offence has been committed 
using their service. Finally, Bill C-23 will eliminate 
pardons for serious criminals, including child sex 
offenders and criminals convicted of more than 
three indictable offences. Our government wants to 
ensure that pardons are never again granted to 
criminals like Graham James. 

These Bills reflect our governmentôs continued 
commitment to protect  our societyôs most 
vulnerable members. We are on the side of 
Canadaôs victims, and we are sending a strong 
message that crime will not be tolerated.     
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our justice system to focus more on protecting 
society and victims of crime and less on the rights 

of criminals. Our Government is doing that.  

For democracy to work, Members of Parliament 
must keep in touch with those we represent. I 
would like to thank everyone who attended my 
town hall meetings. Democracy is indeed working 

as it should in Vegreville -Wainwright!  

TOWNHALLS  continued from previous pageé.. 

2011 PHOTO CONTEST!  
 

Leon recently announced a contest open to all 
students in Vegreville -Wainwright (18 years of 
age and younger) to submit a photograph of a 
person, place, or thing they like about their 
community or province.  

The contestant who submits the best photo 
will win a flight for two to Ottawa!  

For more details, please visit Leonôs website at 
www.leonbenoit.ca.  

Members of all parties are working very well 
together on the Natural Resources committee, 
and it is a pleasure to be the chair of one of the 
committees in the House of Commons that is 
doing so.  

Recently, all parties supported undertaking a 
study to make sure the oil spill that occurred in 
the Gulf of Mexico this spring would not happen 
here in Canada. While committee members were 
already quite convinced that Canada has tougher 
regulatory regime than the United States, it 
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strict regulations for offshore drilling will 
continue to keep Canadians safe. 

On another issue, the committee went on a tour 
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River Labs. I was very impressed with the 
operation there and the difficulty of the ongoing 
repairs to the NRU reactor. The committee is now 
completing its study on the production of medical 
isotopes and nuclear research reactors.  

Our Conservative Government respects the work 
done in committee as is evident from the 
comprehensive study of the forestry industry by 
our committee which had a huge impact on the 
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Integrated Energy Systems for Canadian 
Communities  led the Minister of Natural 
Resources to state that the government and 
communities are working together to make 
Canada a world leader on the issue of integrated 
energy and how it can be used to save energy and 
the environment.  

It is always encouraging to see how the hard work 
done in committee can have an important impact 
on the action taken by our government.  

NATURAL 
RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE LOOKS 
INTO OIL SPILL  

This photo of a barn near Irma, is an 
example of a perfect snapshot which 
captures the beauty of our area, and 
reflects the importance of agriculture to 
Vegreville -Wainwright.  
(PHOTO COURTESY ROD ZAHARKO ) 


