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YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

Dear Constituents:

As the fall session of the 40th
Parliament draws to a close, |
wanted to update you on the
progress made by our Conservativ
government, and our plans for the
coming months.

While the economy will, of course,
continue to be our top priority as
Canada focuses on weathering the
international economic crisis, we
also plan to keep moving forward with our justice reforms. | am
pleased by what we have accomplished to date, given our
minority government status, and look forward to seeing bills
like G391, which would eliminate the gun registry, come to a
successful vote in the House.

¢CKNRdza3K2dzi GKAAa Lzt AOFGAZ2Y LQ
issues which were brought to our attention, and on which we

have acted. Some of these include: resolving the rightepair
situation (page 14); establishing new regulations to protect
consumers against credit card abuses (page 11); reaffirming the
Bank Act by updating insurance sales regulations to include the
internet (page 7); and ensuring that CN rail did not close
producekrcar sites during harvest season with no consultation

and little notice (page 15).

As | always appreciate feedback from constituents, please take
a moment to respond to the questions on pages 8 and 9 of this
booklet which can be returned to me, no postage required.

Also | want to include a quick reminder to ensure you watch for

my nextVoice for VegrevillVainwright. Earlier this fall |

contacted all the schools in the constituency and encouraged

the children to submit a drawing of their favourite community
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2010 calendar | will send out in January. The submissions have
been fantastic and | thank everyone who has participated.

As another year ends and we look forward to 2010, | would like
to wish each and every one of you a truly happy and healthy
holiday season. | hope you have the opportunity to relax and
enjoy time with your family, friends and loved ones. | wish you
all the merriest of Christmases and | hope that 2010 exceeds
your expectations!

God Bless




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR CANADAOGS ECONOMI C
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Canada received international recognition recently when
Minister James Flaherty received the Finance Minister of
the Year Award by Euromoney magazine. He accepted
the Award on behalf of the Government of Canada at the
G7 Finance Ministers Meeting in Istanbul.

Through Canadads Economic Acti
government is delivering results. Our $61 billion stimulus

plan is helping the economy, creating and protecting jobs

and safeguarding Canadians during the global

recession.

Canadabés ability to introduce
plan is the result of Canada having the best fiscal

position in the G7 going into the current crisis, with the

lowest debt-to-GDP ratio.

SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT

The Award is just the latest international

acknowledgement of the soundness of our policies and

of Canadads status as a | eader
countries. As a result of responsible fiscal management

and effective regulation of ou
Canadian banks are once again
soundest by the World Economic Forum.

The International Monetary Fund recently forecast that
among G7 countries, Canada will experience the second
lowest economic contraction in 2009 and will enjoy the
greatest growth in 2010 .

ECONOMY CON& ON PAGE 15

' LEFT: Minister
Flaherty accepted
the Finance Minister
of the Year award
for 2009 from
Padraic Fallon,
chairman of
Euromoney
Institutional
Investor, at a
ceremony in
Istanbul, Turkey.
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HOMEOWNERS ENCOURAGED
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF HOME
RENOVATION TAX CREDIT

Leon wants to remind homeowners who are
contemplating renovations that they have until the end
of January 2010 to take advantage of the Home
Renovation Tax Credit and save hundreds of dollars
on their income taxes.

new tax credit will help homeowners who renovate this
year save on their taxes. In addition, these
renovations will often lead to reduced energy costs or
increases in the value of your home. Best of all, every
time Canadians invest in renovations, they are also
helping create construction and building-supplies jobs

Thousands of stores across Canada signed up to
promote this innovative new tax credit to Canadian
consumers.

the Home Renovation Tax Credit provides a 15%
income tax credit on eligible home renovation
expenditures for work performed or goods acquired
between January 27, 2009 and February 1,

2010. The credit may be claimed on expenditures
exceeding $1,000 but not more than $10,000 and will
provide up to $1,350 in tax relief. Receipts are
necessary.

For more information on the Home Renovation Tax
Credit please visit: http://www.actionplan.gc.ca/eng/
media.asp?id=1531.

AAs the Prime Minister st e
better time to renov atiel hyic

in their | ocal communitiesg.

A key component in Canadad
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Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

COMMITTEE BUSINESS

Leon was pleased to be re-elected as Chair of the House of
Commons Standing Committee on Natural Resources. His
re-election serves as a testament to the trust put in him by
his committee colleagues from all political parties. Leon has
served as chair of the Natural Resources committee since
November 2007.

This fall, the committee wil
At omi c Energy of Canada Li mi
and the Production of Medical Isotopes, which began in the

spring.

FURTHER NUCLEAR STUDIES

The committee has also been holding meetings on the state
of the nuclear industry in Canada and abroad. There seems
to be fairly widespread support of nuclear power from
committee members of all parties, especially when they
consider the need for green energy and protecting the
environment. These meetings are providing background
information for committee members, who will soon be
reviewing Bill C-20, An Act respecting civil liability and
compensation for damage in case of a nuclear incident. If
passed, Bill C-20 will ensure that nuclear power companies
have the appropriate insurance in the extremely unlikely
event that a problem occurs at their facility.

The committee is looking forward to undertaking a future
study on the Arctic, resources in the Arctic including seabed
mapping of our northern waters, and the protection of our
resources there. This study
sovereignty in the Arctic, which is an important issue for all
Canadians, as well as being a high priority of the Prime
Minister.

IMPACT OF COMMITTEE WORK

Last spring, the committee completed a report on Integrated
Energy Systems for Canadian Communities. Demonstrating
the importance of this report, the Minister of Natural
Resources, the Honourable Lisa Raitt, rose in the House of
Commons on Monday Oct. 26, and explained that
government and communities have been working together to
make Canada a world leader on the issue of integrated
energy and how it can be used to save energy and the
environment.

It is encouraging to see how the work done in committee can
have an important impact on the action taken by Ministers in
our government.

i ||




YOUR VOICE IN OTTAWA

RIGHT:
Prime Minister
Harper
welcomed
Ukrainian
President
Victor
Yushchenko
to Ottawa,
May 2008.

NATO
PA

On October 12-16, Leon traveled to Ukraine as one of 18
parliamentarians from NATO countries attending meetings of
the North American Treaty Org
Association (NATO PA).

As President of the Canadian NATO Parliamentary
Association, Leon participated in these important discussions
along with MPs from other important NATO countries like the
UK, France, Italy and Germany.

ifWe discussed what is require
member of NATO, as well as offered advice to Ukrainian MPs
and Ministers regarding the steps they can take to move their
country more quickly towards
AThere are certain specific ¢
become a member of NATO, such as a clear demonstration of
democracy including rule of law, a properly functioning

judiciary and civil service, military capability and a
demonstrated respect for huma

AThese were extremely i mporta
to have had the opportunity to provide any support | could to
hel p Ukraine gain membership
added that Canada and his government have always been,

and will continue to be, a strong and vocal advocate of

Ukraine. For example, Canada was the first western country to
recognize Ukraine when it broke free of Soviet domination, and
Prime Minister Harper led NATO countries in committing to
having Ukraine join NATO once they meet all requirements.
Also, the Conservative government under Prime Minister

Canada the first country in the world to recognize the
Holodomor as an act of genocide, and acted to provide redress
for the internment of Ukrainians during the First World War.

AfCanada wil/ do everything in
freedom, democracy, and prosp
stated Leon.

Harpersupported a Conservative M
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Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

INSURANCE CHANGES

Recently, as many insurance agents and Canadians have
noticed, some banks have tried to do on their websites
what the Bank Act prohibits them from doing at their
branchesd sell insurance. This is an attempt to avoid the
spirit of the current regulations which restrict a bank from
promoting or selling insurance in bank branches.

Our Conservative Government promised, during the last
federal election campaign,
why our Government announced that we would, at the
earliest opportunity, ensure that banks are legally
prohibited from selling and promoting unauthorized
insurance products on their bank websites.

This policy will mirror the existing one in place for bank
branches, which must be physically separate from bank-
owned insurance company branches. It will also ensure
both fair competition and allow Canadians to make the
best choice for themselves when buying sensitive
insurance products such as life and health insurance.

CRACKING DOWN ON
WHITE COLLAR CRIME

Recently, Justice Minister Rob Nicholson announced
legislation to crack down on white-collar crime, the

crime agenda. Our Government has listened to victims
and we are taking further action on their concerns.

We are committed to:

I making jail time mandatory for fraud over $1
million, by setting a new mandatory minimum
sentence of two years for such crimes;

I adding new aggravating factors to toughen
sentences i factors such as the impact on the
victim and the magnitude of the fraud,;

9 requiring judges to consider making offenders pay
restitution to victims in all fraud cases; and

9 allowing affected groups to submit Community
Impact Statements to the court.

Our Conservative Government believes the justice
system should put the rights of law-abiding citizens
ahead of the rights of criminals.

We call on the Liberals and the other opposition
parties to listen to Canadians and to stop obstructing
our urgently-needed law-and-order legislation.

|l atest step in our Conse-r \
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Your Opinion Mi:

Please let me know how you feel about these or any othe
helps to ensure the right issues are raised in Ottav
and mail it back to me. No postac

A recent Angus Reid poll found that 92% of Canadians
were unaware that there are no laws or restrictions on
abortion in Canada. This means that a woman can
obtain an abortion at any point in her pregnancy, up
until the day she gives birth. Late term abortions
(abortions in the third trimester) are legal in Canada; it
is called a partial birth abortion, and is a medical
procedure whereby a woman is brought intoJre
YIGdzZNBE f 102N I yR (KS FSiddzac
delivery in order to give birth to a stillborn. Sex
selective and eugenic abortions are also legal in
Canada, meaning a woman can request an abortion for
any reason on demand.

Because there are no laws surrounding abortion, the
procedure and potential risks and side effects, both
physical and psychological, do not have to be explained
to a woman before she undergoes it, although she is
required to sign a waiver releasing the doctor from any
malpractice suits. There is no other surgery in Canada
that falls into this category.

| wanted to make sure Canadians are informed on this
matter and have included a short survey below to ask
if you, as a Canadian voter in my constituency, would
like to end the practice of latierm abortions.

ould like to see lateterm
ortions ended in Canada.
D | agree with there being no
restrictions on lateterm abortions

in Canada.




Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

Tlatters

other issues. Your input is important and
ittawa. Simply tear out this section
stage is required.

On September 30, 2009 the House of
Commons voted overwhelmingly to enact stiffer sentences
for child trafficking, recognizing the severity of the crime and
the failure of recent sentences to protect victims and hold
offenders accountable.

Bill G268, (a Private Members Bill introduced by Joy Smith,
Conservative Member of Parliament for Kildor&inPaul,
Manitoba) was adopted by the House of Commons after third
reading, with a vote of 239 in favour, and 46 opposed (NDP
and Bloc MPs). It now moves to the Senate, which must
approve it before it can be proclaimed into law.

Do you want me, as your MP in Ottawa, to continue to fight
for tough on crime legislation such as BiH2687?

4 YESLINO

Personal Information (Optional):

Name:

Address:

City:

Postal Code:

Tel:

Email:
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Vegreville-Wainwright MP, Leon Benoit

GOVERNMENT HELPS
PROTECT CANADIAN
CREDIT CARD USERS

Some time ago Leon had meetings with small business
owners, and representatives from the Canadian
Federation of Independent Business (CFIB). They were
all concerned about increases being made to credit card
rates and feesd in many cases without the consumer
even being aware.

Leon asked the CFIB to outline the problem in an earlier
Voice for Vegreville-Wainwright publication (see
Summer 2009). Additionally, he raised the issue at
regional and national caucus meetings. The government
responded with proposed changes and, following public
consultations, in late September the Minister of Finance
announced the approval of new credit card regulations*.
The majority of the regulations will come into force on
January 1, 2010. A few provisions, such as the 21-day
grace period, will take effect on September 1, 2010.

"Our Government understands the pressures Canadians
face in these tough economic times," says Leon. "The
last thing they need is a surprise on their credit card
statement. By increasing transparency, our Government
is taking real action to protect consumers. | am really
proud that we have responded so quickly and thoroughly
to the concerns of consumers and small business

BN

owners acr oss Canada. o

The new, landmark credit card regulations will:
1 establish a requirement for an easy-to-read
summary box on credit contracts and application
forms that
sets out
key
features,
such as
interest
rates and
fees;
1 mandate
lenders to
inform



